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arkansas rice
promotion program

®

FOREWARD
The Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation, in cooperation with the Rice Council, has conducted a local rice
promotion program for many years. The program is designed to stimulate local rice use and to increase the
awareness in the community as to the importance of rice.
Rice is very important to Arkansas’ economy. In an effort to bring about a better appreciation of our rice
industry locally, we invite you to participate in the 2017 statewide Rice Promotion Program. If we expect people
to use more rice, we should provide some impetus through local promotion programs.
This guidebook was prepared to pull together ideas and materials in a convenient form. It contains information
and facts that can be used in speaking to local civic clubs, schools, etc.
We urge you to examine the guidebook carefully and then help to initiate a viable rice promotion program in
your county.

***PLEASE NOTE***

National Rice Month is celebrated in September by declaration of Congress and is planned for September again
in 2017.
As you develop your county rice promotion program, you are encouraged to plan for September to be the focus
of your efforts. A planning kit for this purpose can be obtained from the USA Rice Council by calling 1‐800‐888‐
RICE (7423).
Several promotion activities are highlighted in this booklet, but your county promotion program should
incorporate new ideas generated by your county planning committee.
Best wishes for a successful 2017 rice promotion program and always feel free to contact Arkansas Farm Bureau
for any assistance we can provide.

ARKANSAS AND THE RICE INDUSTRY

Arkansas has been the leading rice‐producing state since 1973, accounting for nearly 50% of U.S. rice
production annually ‐‐ primarily long and medium grain varieties. In 2017, Arkansas farmers produced
239,254,400 bushels of rice on 1.521 million acres. Rice is the state’s second highest‐valued commodity, and our
top agricultural export.

Rice production is concentrated in the eastern half of the state, stretching from the Louisiana to the
Missouri borders. Arkansas rice is known for its versatility, and can be used in a wide variety of
cuisines. It is enjoyed in the U.S. and throughout the world.
In the 1800s, growers in the prairie lands of Arkansas were in need of a dependable, profitable crop,
and rice became a contender almost by accident, when W. H. Fuller ventured southwest to Louisiana in
August of 1896 on a hunting trip. It was there he first saw rice growing, which ultimately led to the
development of a leading agricultural industry for the state. Fuller, along with his brother‐in‐law John
Morris and John’s wife Emma, are generally credited with founding the Arkansas rice industry. By 1910,
rice production, research and milling were established in the state. Today the Museum of the Arkansas
Grand Prairie in Stuttgart showcases the history of this major center for U.S. rice production.
There are more than 2,500 rice farms in the state, and 96% of them are family owned. The rice industry
contributes more than $4 billion to Arkansas’ economy annually, and accounts for more than 25,000
jobs.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

1.

Appointment of county rice promotion steering committees by county Farm Bureau boards:
February ‐ April

2.

County steering committee develops plans: March‐ August

3.

Entry deadline for Miss Arkansas Rice contestants: April 30, 2017

4.

Order necessary supplies from Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation at (501)‐228‐1268 or USA Rice Council
at (703)‐236‐2300.

5.

Rice promotion activities throughout the year.

6.

Observance of Rice Month: “September is Rice Month”

7.

Miss Arkansas Rice Contest: Saturday, August 26, 2017. It is important to obtain a commitment from
your county Miss Rice early to ensure her participation in the state contest. Full contest details are
found in the back of this book.
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COUNTY PROCEDURE

1.

The county Farm Bureau should make the decision early in the year to promote rice.

2.

The county president and county rice division chairman should appoint a steering committee and
designate a chairman and co‐chairman. The committee should include rice farmers (members of county
Farm Bureau Rice Division and others), county Farm Bureau Women’s Committee members, a rice mill
or dryer representative, an Extension Family and Consumer Sciences agent, a county agent, a county
Extension Home Economist, a school lunch supervisor or manager, and press and radio representatives.

3.

The county steering committee should hold a meeting as early as possible in the year.
At this meeting the committee should:


Review information contained in the handbook;



Elect the secretary;



Select the publicity chairman;



Select projects and activities;



Appoint necessary committees for each project;



Consider a budget;



Set the date and place for county kickoff meeting; and



Order supplies.
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COUNTY KICKOFF MEETING

(All persons serving on a committee should be in attendance)

SUGGESTED AGENDA
1.

Purpose of meeting ‐ chairman

2.

Explain rice situation and need for promotion. (Local person can use the material in this manual as the
basis for discussion. Localize importance of rice in county.)

3.

Present suggested projects developed by steering committee ‐ chairman

4.

Break group into committees and develop plans for each major project.

5.

Have all committees report plans to entire group.

6.

Have publicity chairman explain plans for obtaining publicity.

7.

Have each committee determine the expense to be encountered by their committee.

8.

Determine if it is necessary for the entire group to have another meeting for a progress report on
projects planned.
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PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES
1.

MISS ARKANSAS RICE CONTEST
Every county is encouraged to participate in this activity and have a local contest winner to represent
their county in the state contest on August 26. County contests may be patterned after the state
contest, or winners may be selected by any manner acceptable to the county steering committee. A
flyer is It is important to obtain a commitment from your county winner to attend the state contest if at
all possible. Details of the contest can be found in the back of this book. Entries for the state contest
must be in to the Rice Council office by April 30, 2017. ENTRIES MUST BE SENT BY REGISTERED OR
CERTIFIED MAIL.

2.

RICE TASTING FESTIVAL
Several different approaches may be utilized in this project. Rice dishes may be presented with recipes
and ideas for a complete menu, or the festival may be presented as an opportunity for tasting many
different types of recipes. The net result of either approach is the increased use of rice in home cooked
meals. Copies of all recipes used might be printed and sold for a nominal fee.

3.

5‐K RICE RUN
With an increased awareness for physical fitness among the general public, a 5‐K race is an excellent
activity to increase awareness of the health benefits of including rice in the diet. This activity can
include your county Farm Bureau, county Extension Service and local ag‐related businesses as sponsors.

4.

OTHER

Farm Bureau Rice Month Proclamation by county judge and/or mayor ‐ “September is Rice Month”.

Special Rice Month supplement of ads and publicity features in local newspapers.

Special radio or television programs and spots.

Civic Club programs and group meetings (Plans should be made for someone within the county to
speak on rice before each Civic Club meeting during Rice Month.)

Cooking workshops for school lunch managers, restaurant operators and home cooks.

Distribution of promotional material to businesses.

Displays in store windows on rice and its usefulness.

Fair exhibits telling the story of rice.

Demonstrations given to Extension homemaker clubs, 4‐H Clubs, Family and Consumer Sciences
classes and others.

Rice recipe contests ‐ youth, adults and senior citizens.

Rice flower arrangement contests.

Point‐of‐Purchase promotion.

These are just a few things that can be done to promote rice. Let your imagination be your guide and do
something completely new!
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PROCLAMATION

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME‐‐GREETINGS:
WHEREAS,

The rice industry is one of the most important industries in the
state of Arkansas and is a great factor in our agricultural and economic
development; and

WHEREAS,

Rice is not only a plentiful product, but is one of our most valuable
foods; and

WHEREAS,

The Congress of the United States of America has declared the month of
September as National Rice Month; and

WHEREAS,

The purpose of designating this period is to familiarize ourselves with the
healthful benefits to be gained through the consumption of rice, and the many
contributions made by the rice growers and rice industry to our economic
progress;

NOW, THEREFORE,

I,
(names of County Judge or Mayor)
of September, 2017, as

, do hereby proclaim the month

“RICE MONTH”

in
(name of county or town)
, and urge all our citizens to increase
their consumption of this product and all restaurants to use rice on their menus
during this important time.
IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand in this office this
day of August, 2017.

7

The Rice Industry in Arkansas
Arkansas is the

1 producer of rice in the United States.

#

ARKANSAS RICE FIELDS
provide winter habitat for

many migratory and
wintering waterfowl.

arfb.com

